
Muckross State Park Clean-Up Day
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – More than 15 hardy
volunteers patrolled the grounds of Vermont’s newest state park on spring clean-up
day, picking up debris, sorting recyclables, and bringing to life the grounds that had
been neglected for so many years. Muckross State Park was humming.

Jen Wasyliko and Rachael Drinker, volunteers. Photo by Karen Engdahl.

“We’re filling a dumpster and a big truck,” said Regional Ranger Supervisor Lesley
Porter. “Our goal today is to clean up the exterior.”

Assisting in the coordination of the event was VISTA Volunteer Traci Minton.  “We
got a nice day for the work,” she said, “and everyone is working very hard!”

The small compound, sited at the end of a half-mile-long driveway lined with
immense white pines, consists of several houses and sheds that were once the home
of State Senator Edgar May.

Muckross State Park was established in July, 2016, when Senator May’s property was
donated to the State of Vermont. The 204-acre property is part of a once larger estate
constructed by local industrialist W.D. Woolson in the early 20th century. At one



time, the estate included nearly 1,000 acres of land, two trout ponds, and an
expansive compound of buildings including a main lodge and several cottages. It
purportedly is named after Muckross House in Killarney National Park, County
Kerry, Ireland.

Mr. May, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and local politician, made Muckross his
home for over 50 years. It was his desire to see his home become a state park open to
all for recreation and learning. Since this is a new state park, there is not yet onsite
parking or a formal trail system. Visitors may explore on foot a small network of
roads and foot trails. Near the homesite is a pond on a small tributary of the Black
River; there is an impressive 80-foot waterfall downstream of the pond.

Phil Drinker starts filling the dumpster at Muckross Clean-Up Day. Photo
by Karen Engdahl.

“It’s great to help bring the place back to life,” said Rachael Drinker, a Smith College
student formerly from Springfield, as she filled a large garbage can with debris.  “It’s a
beautiful spot.”

This newly-established park is open for day visits. There are no staff present and no
developed facilities. Parking is not available on site; visitors must park at the
Toonerville Trail trailhead parking area, or at the I-91 Exit 7 Park & Ride. Camping is
not permitted. For more information, please contact Vermont State Parks’ Springfield
Regional Office at 802-289-0603.




